THE DEGRADED PERSISTENCE OF MING-SHIT

In spite of this distinguished achievement it was
many moons before Tian was able to lay the filial
tribute of restored power at Ning's feet, for with
shallow-witted obstinacy Ti-foo continued to hold
out, and, scarcely less inept, Ah-tang declined to
release Tian even to carry on so charitable a mission.
Yet when the latter one ultimately returned and
was, as the reward of his intrepid services, looking
forward to a period of domestic reunion under the
benevolent guidance of an affectionate father, it
was but to point the seasoned proverb, " The fuller
the cup the sooner the spill/' for scarcely had
Ning drawn on the recovered sheaths and with
incautious joy repeated the magic sentence than
he was instantly projected across vast space and
'into the trackless confines of the Outer Upper
Paths, If this were an imagined tale, framed
to entice the credulous, herein would its falseness
cry aloud, but even in this age Ning may still be
seen from time to time with a tail of fire in his
wake, missing the path of his return as N'guk
ordained.

Thus bereft, Tian was on the point of giving way
to a seemly despair when a message concerned with
Mu, the*only daughter of Ko'en Cheng, reached
him. It professed a high-minded regard for his
welfare, and added that although the one who was
inspiring the communication had been careful to
avoid seeing him on the occasion of his entry into
Ti-foo, it was impossible for her not to be impressed
by the dignity of his bearing. Ko'en Cheng having
become vastly wealthy as the result of entering
into an arrangement with Ah-tang before Ti-foo
was sacked, it did not seem unreasonable to Tian
that Ning was in some way influencing his destiny
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